
VELODROME RACING 
IS COMING TO         

FORT COLLINS!

Professional and amateur cyclists, 
business people, planners and other 
community members in Fort Collins, 
Colorado, have come together to explore 
building a velodrome in the city’s 
downtown (Old Town) area. 

What is a velodrome?  
A velodrome is a sports arena built for 
bicycle track racing.  A modern 
velodrome features a steeply banked, 250 
meter track designed so that speed, 
power and gravity remain balanced for 
optimum performance by the bicycles and 
riders.  When riders zoom around the two 
180-degree corners of the track, their 
bicycles remain at a constant radial 
position.  That allows the cyclists to 
concentrate on race tactics rather than 
constant steering to keep their bikes 
upright.  

While outdoor cement velodromes were 
common in the past, modern velodromes, 
such as the one proposed in Fort Collins, 
are either fully-enclosed or covered to 
allow events to be held rain or shine.  
Weather protected tracks also offer the 
option of a wood surface which is safer 
for riders.   

Good for Fort Collins
Having a velodrome further establishes 
Fort Collins as a bicycle-friendly town 
where fun, quality of life, health and the 
environment are cherished.  Read on to 
learn more about this exciting vision and 
plan to make it happen.
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THE VISION

The Fort Collins Velodrome Association (FCVA) is a non-profit organization formed in 2006 to bring 
a world class, community velodrome to downtown Fort Collins.  The facility, proposed as a city-
owned, public facility, will provide multiple benefits to the community:

• Training and competition for novice, licensed amateur, collegiate and professional 
cyclists

• Organized growth and achievement opportunities for local and regional youth
• Exciting spectator events for area residents
• Activities to drive commerce and bring in new patrons for nearby businesses
• A variety of recreation options such as in-line skating, nordic rollerski racing, RC model 

car racing
• A new venue in downtown Fort Collins to host cultural events
• A natural complement to Colorado State University (CSU).  A nearby velodrome could help 

attract cyclists as students and allow for expanded CSU athletics

FCVA’s vision for the velodrome is that it will be the centerpiece of a complete cycling park.  Other 
park features could include a closed 1 Km criterium course; BMX, MTB and cyclocross courses 
plus a “pedal-power” playground.  Parking, permanent concessions and restrooms complete the 
park.  Creating a cycling park will set the Fort Collins velodrome apart from the 20 other tracks 
in the United States and offer an attractive reason for national and Olympic cycling teams to 
come to the area for training.

  

THE PLAN
1.)  Securing a site is the first step in 
bringing a velodrome and cycling park to 
Fort Collins.  The site could be situated 
on land the city already owns or 
acquires, through private donation or 
perhaps with the help of GOCO lottery 
proceeds matching funds.  About 15 acres 
is needed for the cycling park.  
 
2.)  Fundraising will be started 
immediately after a feasible site 
commitment is established.  FCVA is 
currently seeking 501(C)(3) tax-exempt 
status with the Internal Revenue Service.  
FCVA’s goal is to raise $400,000 by 2008 
through foundation and government 
grants, fundraising activities and private 
donations.  To accomplish this goal, a 
fundraising professional will be enlisted 
to develop an appeal to the community 
with a goal of securing the equivalent of 
200 “founder” donations of $2,000 each.

3.) Attracting sponsors will be the next 
step.  With land secured and a healthy 
base of funds raised, FCVA will be in a 
position to leverage the community’s 
support to attract corporate 
sponsorships.  These sponsorships are 
critical in fulfilling the vision of this 
unique and complete cycling park with a 
modern velodrome as the centerpiece.

4.) Undoubtedly, the most exciting phases 
of the plan are design and build.  Local 
professionals have already begun, but 
only on a conceptual basis. Input on what 
the park will ultimately include is 
welcome and ongoing.  

5.)  Deeding the velodrome to the city of 
Fort Collins is the final step in the 
development process.  It will be turned 
over to the city as a community park with 
the intention that the FCVA would 
continue as the managing entity.  
Operations would be funded with income 
from ongoing corporate sponsorships, 
private patrons, concessions and event 
user fees.


